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This paper focuses on the treatment of historical Islamic buildings in interwar Greece so as to investigate how the notion of 
Muslim Otherness is (re)produced through practices dealing with monumental management and the iconography of land-
scape. After the Population Exchange between Greece and Turkey (1924) a preservation initiative for Islamic architecture 
was launched, yet this clashed with the fact that former Muslim real estate was a financial asset in the implementation of 
the Exchange. Focusing on the case of Crete, the paper discusses the official and social negotiations that emerged, in this 
context, over the creation of an otherized heritage. It analyses the means used to re-signify Islamic cultural markers as part 
of the state’s monumental iconography, but also as historical and mnemonic indicators within changing cityscapes, showing 
how these means (re)produced a view of Muslims as an historical alterity in the Greek territory. The paper also explores the 
public effect triggered by such visual prompts, in relation to dominant conceptions of national and local identity. Reflect-
ing on the entanglement between the alterity of the historical marker and that of religious / cultural difference, the paper 
discusses how discursive constructions of Otherness relate to claims on space and place, elucidating socio-political aspects 
of the making of the historic landscape.


