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From Religious Otherness to Universal Fraternity

This text discusses the values and meaning of theological reflection on religious Otherness in the Christian tradition. The 
analysis opens with the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), an event that in many of its documents emphasized the value 
of interreligious dialogue, mutual understanding and acceptance as well as commitment to the common good. The second 
chapter examines the new theological approaches of the Post-council. The teaching of the Second Vatican Council makes 
a fundamental basis, a starting point, a place that generated questions and new perspectives towards a Christian theology 
of religious pluralism. This was also indicated in the encyclical letter of Pope Francis Frattelli tutti (2020) to which the third 
chapter is dedicated. In it, the Pope speaks of the universal dimension of brotherly love and its openness to all. The encycli-
cal as a starting point has the awareness of the universal human family since we all are children of one Creator. In this sense, 
universal brotherhood is not a goal to be achieved, but a starting point. Pope Francis calls for the rise towards brotherhood 
and social friendship illustrated in the parable of the Good Samaritan in the New Testament, pointing out that the attitude 
towards religious otherness has been present in the Christian tradition from its very beginning.


