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The Temple Veil as Spatial Icon.
Revealing an Image-Paradigm of Medieval Iconography and Hierotopy

In the paper | will argue that the imagery of the Sacred Veil separating the Holy from the Holy of Holies at the
Jewish Temple in Jerusalem was a most powerful spatial icon which considerably influenced art and culture of the
Byzantine world and the Latin West. The paper deals with new approaches to the history of art, and the crisis in
traditional methodology which does not work in some cases. First of all, it concerns the concept of hierotopy (the
creation of sacred spaces), recently proposed by the author of this paper and elaborated in several publications by
the international group of scholars (www.hierotopy.ru). These studies have revealed an important theoretical issue.
In many cases the discussion of visual culture can not be reduced to a positivist description of artifacts, or to the
analysis of theological notions. Some phenomena can be properly interpreted only on the level of 'image-paradigms;
which do not coincide with the illustrative pictures or ideological conceptions. This special notion seems a useful
instrumentum studiorum, which helps to explain a layer of phenomena. That image-paradigm was not connected
with the illustration of any specific text, though it was a part of a continuum of literary and symbolic meanings and
associations. This type of imagery is quite distinct from what one may call an iconographic device. At the same time
the image-paradigm belonged to visual culture, it was visible and recognizable, but it was not formalized in any fixed
state, either in a form of the pictorial scheme or in a mental construction. In this respect the image-paradigm looks
similarly to the metaphor that loses its sense in re-telling, or in its de-construction into parts. It does not concern
any mystic but a special type of consciousness, which determined several symbolic structures as well as numerous
concrete pictorial motives; it challenges our fundamental methodological approach to the image as illustration and
flat picture.



